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Varennes sur Allier ( F)
2éme manche du Championnat d’Europe KF1, KZ1 et KZ2

eau temps sur la piste auvergnate pour le second rendez-vous européen de

la saison, ce qui est a signaler tant la météo a déja perturbé les courses cette

saison. Le championnat d’Europe draine toujours un plateau bien fourni et at-

tire des spectateurs nombreux grace au spectacle éblouissant qu’il propose.
Ceci est encore plus vrai a Varennes-sur-Allier sur le circuit Jean Brun, le plus rapide de
France. Comme a Ugento pour la 1ére manche, Julie était sacrément bien représentée
dans les 3 catégories rassemblant I’élite du karting mondial.

Les 4 pilotes de 'Equipe de France FFSA Karting apportent tous leur soutien a la Fondation Julie
Tonelli pour 'Enfance. C'est incontestablement Alban Varutti qui en a été le meilleur performer a % I
ce week-end. Agé de 22 ans, le pilote nantais retrouve actuellement son meilleur niveau dans le “r-".'{;?' LAE ¢ ] ?:lv; : T
team Sodikart qu'il vient d'intégrer. Alban est un fidele de Julie depuis la 1ére heure et a contribué ‘ g P é‘w w -
a la faire connaitre aupres des jeunes pilotes étrangers qu'il a croisé dans sa carriére internatio-
nale. La course de Varennes I'a vu brillé en piste des chronos jusqu’a la course 2 qu'il a terminé
en 3éme position avant d’étre pénalisé. Le moteur peu compétitif d’Anthony Abbasse ne lui a pas
permis de se qualifier pour les finales qu'il a vécues du coté des spectateurs: rageant pour un si
bon pilote | Mike Courquin poursuit sa progression en Europe KF1 passant du 31éme chrono a
la 13éme place en course 2. Enfin, Jean-Philippe Guignet commence a étre récompensé de son
dur labeur de développement moteur par des résultats de plus en plus honorables.

En KZ1, le plus haut niveau en 125 a boite de vitesses, notre Toto national, alias Thomas Mich, a
fait un bond incroyable pour rejoindre les meilleurs ! Dans la course 1 Thomas, ne voulant pas se
laisser distancer par le peloton de téte dans le 1er tour, monte sur un vibreur s'envole a presque
1 metre d'altitude, ce qui constitue une belle performance pour un kart, voire méme un record !
D’autant plus que I'atterrissage se passe bien et que Thomas peut monter... sur la 2éme marche
du podium. Un accrochage dans la course 2 alors qu'il était en téte le prive d’'un second podium
pourtant largement mérité. Jérémy Iglesias en pleine remontée abandonne également lors de cet
incident. Pierre Ragues réussi son meilleur résultat de la saison en terminant brillamment 4éme
de cette course a rebondissement. Le championnat d'Europe KZ1 a livré son classement définitif
a Varennes : Iglesias est 4éme, Mich 5eme et Ragues 10éme.

Les KZ2 étaient les plus nombreux a Varennes avec pas moins de 60 engagés. Les rookies
continuent a montrer les dents face aux pilotes plus expérimentés. Hugo Valente confirme sa
place parmi les grands en réalisant un parcours sans faute jusqu’a la course 2 : 2éme des essais
qualificatifs, 3eme a l'issue des manches et 4eéme de la course 1, Hugo sera malheureusement
victime de 2 accrochages dans la derniére course. Autre trés jeune pilote, Enzo Zéférini réussit
a rester constamment aux avant-postes de la catégorie et finit par décrocher 2 superbes 7emes
places dans les phases finales. Morgan Weber vient de découvrir Julie Tonelli et s'empresse
dorénavant de porter soigneusement les stickers sur son kart. Ce pilote frangais de 19 ans roule
sous licence autrichienne en raison de I'origine de ses sponsors, ce qui lui permet de mieux se faire remarquer. Morgan a découvert le karting en
suivant son Papa sur les pistes de location avant de débuter en mini-kart. Minime, Junior, ICA, N125 et KZ2, de I'lle-de-France a la Belgique, en
passant par les Grand prix FFSA et 'Europe, Morgan a gravi les échelons de la compétition pour se retrouver dans la bonne moitié du tableau
ici, a Varennes. 13éme en course 1, il ne peut améliorer en course 2 ou il écope d’une pénalité de 10 secondes.

Pilotes, ne manquez pas I'occasion de soutenir la Fondation Julie Tonelli pour ’Enfance en portant les stickers roses et
en vous inscrivant sur www.julietonelli.com
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2nd round of the European KF1, KZ1 and KZ2 Championships

he sun was shining in Auvergne for the second European meeeting of the season,

which is a fact worth mentioning considering how many races have been hit by in-

clement weather this season. European championship races always attract a good

crowd who look forward to some dazzling displays by some of the continent’s top
drivers. This is especially true on the Jean Brun circuit in Varennes-sur-Allier, which is the
fastest track in France. As already happened in the 1st round in Ugento, there was a fine
turnout for Julie in all three race categories, for which the elite of the karting world was
present.

All four FFSA Karting Team France drivers demonstrated their staunch support for the Julie Tonelli
Children’s Foundation. Alban Varutti was undoubtedly the best performer of the weekend. The 22-
year-old from Nantes is rediscovering his best form now that he has joined Sodikart. Alban has been
a dedicated Julie supporter right from the start; he has done a lot to promote her cause amongst the
younger foreign drivers he meets on the international circuit. He was doing brilliantly in Varennes
during qualifying, and then finished 3rd in race 2, but after that he got himself disqualified. Anthony
Abbasse also had to sit out the finals in the stands because his engine was just not performing well
enough for him to reach the final stages. Very frustrating for a driver of his class! Mike Courquin
continued to progress in the Europe KF1 class, climbing from 31st in the time trials to 13th place in
race 2. Jean-Philippe Guignet is at last starting to see some return for all the hard work he has put
in on engine development, with some better placings.

In the KZ1 category, which is the highest level for 125cc/gearbox karts, our very own French natio-
nal treasure, Thomas Mich, made a great leap forward. In race 1, Thomas was desperately trying
not to let the pack get away in lap 1. So, after mounting a ripple kerb, his kart took off and literally
flew through the air a metre from the ground! You would have thought he was going for the world
altitude record for high-flying karts! Fortunately, he touched down safely and went on to land himself
a 2nd place on the podium. A prang in race 2 when he was sitting in the lead put paid to any chance
of another podium place although he would have amply deserved it. Jérémy Iglesias got caught up
in the same incident, just when he was making good progress up through the field. Pierre Ragues
put in his best performance of the season by finishing 4th after a brilliant drive in a race that was
full of surprises. So, after Varennes, we have the following final placings in the Europe KZ1 class:
Iglesias 4th, Mich 5th and Ragues 10th.

The field for the KZ2 class was the biggest of the meeting in Varennes, with 60 karts entered. The
rookies continued to show their teeth in defiance of the old hands in the category. Hugo Valente
demonstrated that he is not out of place amongst the leaders by putting in a faultless performance
up until race 2. He came 2nd in qualifying, was lying 3rd after the heats and then came 4th in race
1. Sadly though, Hugo got caught up in two prangs in the final race. Enzo Zéférini, another of the
very young drivers taking part in the race, managed to stay in the limelight with two fine 7th places
in the final stages. Morgan Weber, who had just heard about Julie Tonelli, decided there and then

to race with her stickers on his kart. The 19-year-old French driver races on an Austrian licence which he can do this because his sponsors are in
Austria which, he says, gives him greater exposure. Morgan caught the karting bug from his father when driving rental karts and then went into
mini-kart racing. He has come through the ranks, racing successively in the Minime, Junior, ICA, N125 and KZ2 classes. He has raced all over the
lle-de-France and Belgium and has taken part in FFSA Grand Prix and European championship races. Here in Varennes he finished in the top half
of the table. He came 13th in race 1 but was unable to do better in race 2 after picking up a 10-second penalty.

Calling all drivers! Please support the Julie Tonelli Children’s Foundation by sporting her stickers on your kart.

You can sign up on www.julietonelli.com
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2° round del Campionato Europeo KF1, KZ1 e KZ2

ielo sereno sulla pista alverniate per il secondo appuntamento europeo della

stagione... Un evento da segnalare, viste le perturbazioni che hanno condizio-

nato le corse della stagione. Il campionato d’Europa é ricco di prelibatezze e

richiama moltissimi spettatori perché offre uno spettacolo affascinante. Cio
vale ancora di piu per il velocissimo circuito francese Jean Brun di Varennes-sur-Allier.
Come a Ugento per la 1a manche, Julie era ben rappresentata nelle terze categorie, che
comprendevano I’élite del karting mondiale.

| quattro piloti della squadra francese FFSA Karting hanno dato il loro appoggio incondizionato
alla Fondazione Julie Tonelli per I'lnfanzia. Alban Varutti & stato in assoluto il migliore in pista
nel week-end. Il ventiduenne pilota di Nantes & tornato in forma splendente nel team Sodikart,
a cui si € appena legato. Alban é fedele a Julie da sempre e ha contribuito a farla conoscere
agli altri piloti stranieri che ha incrociato nel corso della sua carriera internazionale. La corsa
di Varennes I'ha visto brillare dalla gara a cronometro fino alla corsa 2, che ha concluso in
3a posizione prima di essere penalizzato. Il motore poco competitivo non ha permesso ad
Anthony Abbasse di qualificarsi per le finali, alle quali ha dovuto assistere come spettatore:
una conclusione parecchio irritante per un pilota del suo livello! Mike Courquin continua i suoi
progressi nella categoria Europa KF1, passando dal 310 tempo nella gara a cronometro alla
13a posizione in corsa 2. Infine, Jean-Philippe Guignet comincia a vedere risultati pit che sod-
disfacenti grazie al duro lavoro di sviluppo sul motore.

In KZ1 - il livello piu alto della categoria 125 a marce - il nostro Toto nazionale, alias Thomas
Mich, ha fatto un salto incredibile per raggiungere i migliori! In corsa 1 Thomas, che non voleva
farsi distanziare dal gruppo di testa nel 10 giro, sale su un vibratore e vola a quasi 1 metro di al-
tezzal Prestazione eccellente per un kart, se non addirittura un record! E grazie a un ottimo at-
terraggio... Thomas puo salire sul 20 gradino del podio. Uno scontro nella corsa 2, quando era
in testa, lo priva di un secondo posto assolutamente meritato. Jérémy Iglesias in piena rimonta
abbandona a seguito dell'incidente. Pierre Ragues ha messo a segno il suo miglior risultato
della stagione terminando brillantemente 4o in questa corsa a rimbalzi. Il campionato d’Europa
KZ1 ha svelato la classifica definitiva a Varennes: Iglesias € 40, Mich 50 e Ragues 100.

La categoria KZ2 era la pill numerosa a Varennes, con almeno 60 piloti. | giovani leoni conti-
nuano a mostrare i denti ai piloti piu collaudati. Hugo Valente conferma la sua posizione tra i
grandi, realizzando un percorso senza errori fino alla corsa 2: 20 alle prove di qualificazione, 30
alla fine delle manche e 40 in corsa 1, Hugo sara vittima di due scontri nell’'ultima corsa. Un altro
giovane pilota, Enzo Zéférini, € riuscito a restare nei primi posti della categoria, guadagnando
due splendidi 7e posizioni nelle fasi finali. Morgan Weber ha appena scoperto Julie Tonelli e
d'ora in avanti portera gli adesivi sul kart. Questo pilota francese di 19 anni corre con licenza
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austriaca in funzione dei suoi sponsor, cosa che gli da una grande esposizione. Morgan ha scoperto il karting seguendo il padre sulle piste
prima di debuttare in mini-kart. Minime, Junior, ICA, N125 e KZ2 da I'lle-de-France al Belgio, passando per il Grand prix FFSA e 'Europa,
Morgan ha risalito i gradini della competizione per ritrovarsi a meta classifica a Varennes. 130 in corsa 1, non riesce a migliorarsi in corsa 2

dove subisce una penalita di 10 secondi.

Piloti, non perdete 'occasione di sostenere la Fondazione Julie Tonelli per I'Infanzia portando gli adesivi rosa e

iscrivendovi al sito www.julietonelli.com
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